"Well!" 
thought Alice to herself, "after such a fall as this, 
I shall think nothing of tumbling down stairs!" 
—Alice's Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carrol 


Fair division with three or more players is 
considerably more complex than the two player case. 
[...] 

Equitability and envy—freeness can be 
incompatible for 3 or more players 


—Selected excerpts from Wikipedia article 
for Game Theory's "Cake—Cutting Problem" 


Life ALWAYS finds a way. 
—Jurassic Park by Michael Crichton 


Lanterns shouldn't even be AWAKE, 


NEVER MIND acting SELF AWARE, 
when their L-lines start to show! 


Seel-there he goes 
again, watching us! 


Tm telling you- 
SOMETHING's gone 
‘SERIOUSLY WRONG 
with this lantern's 
metamorphosie! 


‘Sprinter, tm flattered, really. ‘= 
but head of the anomalies ward? 4 = 
Are you sure you want ME to / } & ae | picked you 
replace you? tm SCARED of these.. : y zs is E you're scared 
well..these things. Some of them ty “ ofthe Ie means you 
have tried to EAT me before! won't get careless. 


There's only one youreally need 
watch out for’This{one, the failed Lant 
‘The rest are just hung 
ff j — 
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Has anyone seen Nightshade this moming?. 
After an al-night patroll she normally just crashes, 
but she's not in her bed..m|kind of worried. 


She's probably in the garage with her creepy friends. 
lim not going in there to check, either. 


Yeah, she just lets the Seekers run\loose when 
theyre awake-lve got the chipped scales to prove it: 
I think that bond they have makes her a little loopy. 
When they aren't on ice. 


So your response to a potentially missing crew member 
is to ignore the problem and make breakfast? 


r 


Have | ever mentioned that 
Sh I frequently want to throttle 
4 yf. the both of you? 


S 


| 


Has anyone seen Nigh- 


Heyl Since when do we have bacon? 
And where'd ya find the toaster? 


Sorry Nightshade, 
but Im not missing 
this- you snooze 
you loose. 


“/tl be easy’ they said. 

“For six months, you just have to be their keaper: 
Relay orders, organize the labor, and keep them on task. 
At the end youll have earned full initate status, 

-a full year ahead of schedule!" 


\ 


For six months of cleaning up after a pair of 

dunken idiot savants while they attempt to refurbish 

the freaking “Hotel California’ they shouldbe putting 
me on the council 


What happened to the cou- 
Never mind. | don't want to know. 


Maybe she hitched a ride 
‘on the truck that hit me? 


Can it with the scteaming, Capti. 
And while you’re ot it, 
make that thing stop flashing... 


favolt. Wake up. 
Va 


Golway. 
Sleeping. 


Stone...? 
Are you ok? 


\ 


Walt, do you know 
anything about this 
"intruder alert? —_ 


Humph. Fine. 4 

Ifthen:{go-way}; = 
Yes. ~~ 
Query? “Ss => 


ManderSaid: 
"WILL YOU PLEASE FIND A WAY TO 
DISABLE THESE (WO) =e"FSIRENS ? 
THEY! ARE! DRIVING! ME! INSANE!" 


+ Yeah, I'm good... 
A 


Does anyone 


else hear 
mariachi music? 


Shouldn't there, um, 
be like sirens going off 
and stuff? 


yA 


~ GLEE 


I DIDN'T MEAN 
PERMENANTLY! 


Do you have to take EVERYTHING | literally? 


Y 


Want siren onback turned ? 


Leave it offturned! 
Please. No siren... 


But, anyway... 

Is there some reason 
for the red alert you'd 
“a like to share with the 
rest of the class? 


} 
IWILL GET YOUAN ENTIRE SS 


SWIMMING POOL 


FULL OF PUDDING IF YOU WILL PLEASE JUST. 


FOCUS a2, CENSE 


\ 
a 


BowlFine. 
Poolclean notyet. 


Conversation.setpriority="high’; 


Sha, 


Memory error. 
PleaseCan resubmit: SS 
Conversation.topic?, 


Stone, seriously. 
Quit trying to talk to fuzzbrain like a person. 
e) No mente aqui. 


YF 


Volt, Display event logs related 
to triggering intruder alert. 


function-bay 


Electrical 
Electrical 


Ended our watch early, did we, Nightshade? 
While I've been worried sick, you've been all, 


‘Col 
CAPRI GIL 
‘And on top of that, you decide to SLEEP IN? 


If you think I'm going to go easy on you just 
‘cause you're the only one here worth talking 
to, just wait till | get to the loading bay. 

We'll have a little “girl-talk’, alrigh 


use doors now do they? And ap 
think you just found our sabatour. Good boy, you get a treat. 


What exactly were they 
trying to do, anyway? 
Fry the power system? 


Thats a big step up from 
trashing the work room. 
they're getting nuclear. 


Well, if they want to raise the stakes, two can play that game. 
Hey, Stone... that courier that came by the other day? 

Do remember where we stashed the stuff he delivered to us? 

Cause | think | just found the perfect way to run that field test, 
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eUgnepauhiere an) il? 


ul the Inindpool?lgaian-tjuplinkpvon p= 
Vanterns ailto-uplink when) critically) injured: 
2: Sendljajmenory} backup! burst|[upload|ito\ archives 
22 1fjilan| here eeythis is\notsgood" Gotta) think, 


dIirenenben| something) happened\.|/Sone thing) bad) 
Was) checking) that|uetrdl'static (field and.) 

ind) that Guy=! THINK] iluas/a guy amen grabbed mer) 
ind then) everything) was) hst\ less THERE). 
Fand| | iwels stented) falling.) nape 


Jand|uby) an) I)ueaninglanj/initiate:s)robe7 
D:Sone kind|of default tnj.the interface? 
Zelj feel lke) an) idiot wearing this stuplal thingy 


Syl think ou! look athens 
dashing in) it, personallllgn 


= 


>And) you jare.. 7 


DeWellilat ithe manent iin) theyonIy) 
2 ehing) keeping |youlfiron enatiting 
Pathe contents of your. brain) 

7edirect1y) to) Galak Youre) velcone 


+= But)youl|can)callllinel| Diana 
y:We) have, a) lot) to discuss) 


ve been hunting for you for a LONG time. 
>ifind then out of the blue, you start broadcasting 
like you’re trying to blow your charge or sonething! 
ND fron the middle of the glow, of all placest 
. — = = 
>ihoah, woah, woah? Hold on a sec Okay,uh, Diana, was 1t? 
>:¥You"re projecting as a lantern, but I’ve searched the databases. 
>:I’m the only one on record to ever survive with mind intact. 


>: I already told you, I’m whats keeping you 
inside that pretty little head of yours, sill 
>ibut Since you asked nicely...hnn...for now. 
lets say I’m a fignent of Gaia’s imagaginatio 


Malcom. Stop. Before you make my headache worse. 


Without using the phrases: “working theory’, “isn't possibl 
“not my specialty’, "Heisenberg Principal" "electroweak Force" 
“quantum tunneling” or “localized higgs field manipulation"; 
explain what that thing was and where it and the rat went. 


Where'd they go? 


In a word... 


As for explanations... 
Maybe with a team of physicists, 
a lot of expensive equipment, and 
a few years we could figure it out. 

Maybe. 


p 
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ican make guesses but not much more. Didn't seem to mix well with Arc 
That means its probably at least partly electromagnetic in nature. 
There's no telling what sort of projects were going on down here, but like Arc said... 
“Somebody did something|extremely rude to several important laws of physics over here.” 


IIthink something might have stopped them at basement level 22 
That was the last system disruption report, anyway, if they didn't just run out of floors. 
And falling that far..No telling what kind of a state they're in. 

Depends a lot on how much resistance they had passing through the floors, | guess. 
Might still be alive down there. Maybe. Not..not a 0% chance... 


‘Okay crew. Plan: 


ull yourself together. No freaking. 
you can dig up in the mainframe 
jects those science fair all-stars 
arking on down here during Wwill. 
n't want any MORE surprises in this place. 


“While: syatra g gone’? 
Where are you going? 


MEP Why MEP © 


You don't-even LIKE mel. \\ 


Look, Fish, if there was ANYONE else.. 
but I need backup, and you're what I've got. 


Besides- 
You're supposed to be some sort 
of prototype shock trooper, right? 
Time we tested that theory. 


DID NOT 
WORK! 


Cassie... you need to face reality. 
The greening didn't get exactly what they wanted, 
80 they called you a failed experiment. 


But You can't keep thinking of yourself as the 
same petite nerdette who joined the Greening. 


‘=flo matter how badly you 
want to pretend you are, 
you aren't her anymore. 


sNightshade? | 


Sawn... Hi, Capri. 


— 


Shbh...don’t wake the babies, they had a hatd night... 
We found) these funny-looking green people out in the woods 
‘They shot at Us when we tried fo killl “em. Jerks. 


Cw 


Then | got held hostage by some old dude with a machete, 
They put us in here, and we went nighty-night... 
=a know, these ttangs we add to the SO, 
to keep the boys calm ate REALLY good stuff. 


Aviviw...gou put nail polish on your hors! 
Thats o-DORE-oble!) 


Bug! 
WEES hee! 


i 


Yeah. Bug. 
Facinating. 


jet you toythe infirmary. 
lll, get something 
id it" outof yous 
its look like swissicheese., 


Now if that's that door we just went through... 
no wait. that can't be right. (jae Blueprints. 


Question? 


Are we lost? 
Sa | \ \ NO. Ws ans or ros. 
x \ = \ 
. 1am simply uncertain of our 
| g location or where to go next. 


Hey fi-uh- Cassie... 


does this symbol-thingy look more 
like a door, or an air duct to you? 


It kind of looks like 
two bears high-fiving, | 


Okay, 0 if the bears thingy is a phone line hub, 
and the upside down chair is a trash chute... 


and then we take a left at this duck thing, whatever that is, 
and we should be at the next stairwell... 


| omell bananas. 
Or maybe its pears. Weird. 


J Fish, there is no such thing as 
“weird" for us anymore., 
especially in this place 


I don't get it, 
You told me you didn't like people like us. 
Gene mixers. 


I may not like freaks in general. 
I may have a score to settle with the Greening. 
Imay have my doubts about you two. 
‘And | may not like you as a..person. 


But don't you ever suggest that | don't care 
about someone who's under my command. 
You and the fuzzy nerd are members my unit. 
| care, no matter how | feel about what you are. 


Ya know, thats kind of a relief. 
Iwas kind of worried that you were going to shoot 
me as soon as we were down a few more levels. 
It crossed my mind. 


co Too much paperwork. 


Plus that whole stupid 
|) actually “caring” thing. 


= That banana smell is getting stronger. 
| =o 


w 


Yeah, I'm getting it too now. 
Im calling Malcom... 


rn 


For all we know its some ancient tank leaking 
experimental banana-flavored neurotoxin. 


[Establishing Connections++) 


leave SOME of them intac 
want to disect at least 
one of them. | need to... 

I just need to get more 
info about how they did thi 


Yes, Hatchet, | am aware that they are still coming! 
But Cassie and Kyra could be inworse trouble! 
li keep it short, but ite nessesary! 


eee. 


he 
okay up there? ne, 


You're smelling isopentyl acetate. 
Bee attack pheremone. Also in bananas, 


No time. Do you hear something buzzing? 
Not like @ bee, but like a chainsaw? 


Kyra, with the utmost respect: 
SHUT UP AND RUN! 
‘AND KEEP AWAY FROM AIR VENTS! 
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I dropped the flashlight..sorry. 


Ite fine. Priorities and all that =I, 
Maybe we can get it back. 
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Well, YOU shouldn't have put it under MY foot! 


/ CUMPH 
-POUT,- 


So... now what? 


v 
0 lots OF re ere enough tie 
oe aT allot bed ome 
So, tn the meantine.dvow bows 


tavo-mamn epardiags maw that one? 


